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the service of all women, including 
Betty Clark-Dickey. 

f 

WELCOMING COMMISSIONER 
KERLIKOWSKE 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
welcome Gil Kerlikowske, recently 
confirmed as Commissioner of the 
United States Customs and Border Pro-
tection. 

I am pleased to welcome a Commis-
sioner who has an understanding of the 
needs of the northern border, as he pre-
viously served as police commissioner 
for the city of Buffalo. His firsthand 
experience comes at a critical time as 
we work to advance the United States- 
Canada Beyond the Border initiative. 

In western New York, this cross-bor-
der relationship is especially critical to 
the local economy. I worked with Cus-
toms and Border Protection in the past 
to advocate for increased border staff-
ing levels along the border. At the 
Peace Bridge, there is also a pre-in-
spection pilot currently underway that 
hopes to ease congestion and shorten 
wait times. In the coming year, we 
hope to continue moving forward on 
plans to construct a new border station 
at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Commis-
sioner Kerlikowske. I look forward to 
working closely with him and his staff 
on issues important to the Buffalo-Ni-
agara region and the entire Nation. 
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NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, March 
is National Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month. Every year at this 
time we all bring attention and under-
standing to the needs and the potential 
of people with developmental disabil-
ities. 

As an individual with a hearing dis-
ability and a grandfather of a child 
who has CHARGE syndrome, I am very 
familiar with the hardships of over-
coming these disabilities. 

We must all think of ways that would 
be more inclusive, respectful for our 
communities, schools, and our work-
force. 

Interning for us in our Washington 
office we are fortunate to have a young 
woman who happens to have Down syn-
drome. She is also attending a local 
university. We look forward to those 
days we have her in our office. Her 
cheery disposition and her work ethic 
is infectious. 

I encourage everyone to engage with 
people in our communities who have 
developmental disabilities and recog-
nize their talents and abilities that 
will make this a better Nation. 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH AND 
MINIMUM WAGE 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, Women’s History Month is a time 
for us to reflect on what women have 
done for America and what America 
can do for its women. 

If we really look at the history of 
women in this country, we see that 
they have done far more than we give 
them credit for. I am not just talking 
about extraordinary figures like Susan 
B. Anthony and Rosa Parks. I am talk-
ing about the countless women who 
have worked day in and day out since 
this country was founded. 

The idea that women are new to 
working is a myth. The truth is women 
have always worked to better their 
families and their communities, but 
too often the work that they do is un-
dervalued. 

Almost two-thirds of minimum wage 
workers are women, and although more 
families than ever rely on female 
breadwinners, women’s wages still lag 
behind men’s. For these women it isn’t 
about having it all; it’s about having 
enough to get by. 

This Women’s History Month, let’s 
give women and their families the raise 
they deserve. Let’s show all Americans 
that their work is worth a living wage. 
After all, when women succeed, Amer-
ica succeeds. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF DEP-
UTY SHERIFF WILLIAM R. MAST, 
JR. 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of Watauga Coun-
ty Deputy Sheriff William R. Mast, Jr. 
Deputy Mast was shot and killed while 
responding to a 911 call in Deep Gap, 
North Carolina, in 2012. 

Deputy Mast was only 23 years old 
when he was killed 20 months ago, and 
his first child was born shortly there-
after. 

Today, at a ceremony at the 
Perkinsville Baptist Church in Boone, 
the bridge spanning the south fork of 
the New River on U.S. Highway 421 will 
be named for Deputy Mast. This is a 
small token of gratitude from the com-
munity which Deputy Mast served so 
ably and honorably. 

Our thoughts and prayers today are 
with Deputy Mast’s widow, young son, 
and all those who continue to mourn 
his passing. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to address a question that 

the American people have been raising 
for more than a decade: When will we 
address the question of human dignity 
of so many who are in our country who 
desire the status of citizenship? When 
will we pass a sensible, reasonable im-
migration reform legislation or pack-
age? Will we combine our concern for 
national security with border security, 
along with human dignity? 

The question is being asked by con-
stituents from my 18th Congressional 
District in Houston. It is being asked 
by the American Jewish Committee. It 
is being asked by Cardinal DiNardo in 
the most eloquent and passionate way 
as they met last week to hear from 
voices of those who have not heard the 
answer. Or the 139 who showed up at a 
press conference some weeks ago, 
standing with me, demanding that peo-
ple be given their human dignity. Or 
the leadership from Ireland who was 
here at a St. Patrick’s Day luncheon 
who stood up and asked the Speaker, 
When are we going to put comprehen-
sive immigration reform on the floor of 
the House. 

This is a multicultural challenge to 
America. This is an economic chal-
lenge. This is from the Irish. This is 
from South Asians, from Asians. This 
is from people from Bangladesh, from 
Poland. It is all over America. Let’s 
pass comprehensive immigration re-
form. 

f 

AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH 

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, March is Red Cross Month across 
the country, and as chairman of the 
House Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity’s Subcommittee on Emergency 
Preparedness, Response, and Commu-
nications, I would like to take some 
time to recognize the accomplishments 
of the American Red Cross and its vol-
unteers, everyday heroes. 

Last year, Red Cross and volunteers 
responded to over 60,000 emergencies 
and provided over 900 shelters to people 
forced from their homes. Following the 
Boston Marathon bombing last April, 
the Red Cross provided 500 units of 
blood products to Boston-area hos-
pitals. They played a pivotal role in 
sheltering families in my district in In-
diana during last year’s winter holiday 
floods. 

I visited the Red Cross national head-
quarters, where I toured the digital op-
erations center and saw how they are 
utilizing social media in their oper-
ations. 

I am grateful for their achievements 
in educating Americans on how to pre-
pare for and respond to emergencies 
and disasters. This organization and 
their volunteers exemplify the every-
day heroes as they lead the way in dis-
aster preparedness and response, and 
we must all thank Red Cross. I urge my 
fellow Members to visit chapters and to 
follow them on Facebook and Twitter. 
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